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e Well, Sort of...
I N

BY STEVE BOHN - FHOTOGHAPHY: STEVE BOHN

here we were, cruising Beach Street in Daytona last year when we pulled up on these
two guys stopped at a signal. A quick glance over the shoulder revealed one of the
guy's nides to be a sharp-looking Duo Glide decked out in a turquoise and cream paint
scheme. As the light changed, we stayed up with the two and studied the lines of the old FL.
It looked really good, and yet, it just wasn't quite right. Other than the obviously redone
exhaust, the lines of the bike, although well done, were off. Over the course of the next cou-
ple of traffic signals we went back and forth, switching lanes from side to side, when we
noticed the bike was not flaunting the regulation Cold War Era swingarm or chain drive. By
| that point, our curinsity was starting to get the better of us.

By the time we reached the next light, we had had enough: We talked
the two into pulling over so we could ask them a few yustions. Pulling
irttey thee prarking lot of a local watering Hole, we parked next to them
and introduced curselves. Our inifial introduction didn't include
that we are with o magazine, we just explained thal we wene
wondering about how the hike ended up looking the way did.

The reactiom on the Ader’s face told us he'd heard that ques
ton too many tdmes before, With that, we offered o buy
them a drink and went inside.

[l ms oot these two charcters went by the names of
Jerry Jackman and Mark Plicster. The pair was down from
Gafthersburg, Marvland. enjoying a. welcome  break
from. the last remnants of winter blowing through the
Washington D.Coanva. Jerry; the one with the expressian,
began to tell us aboul bow he and Mark, parmers
Jackman Custom Cycle Inc, & 4800-squarc-font shop,
wanter to build 2 bike that would attract attention, as it did
with it's vintage looks, while at the same time supplhying the
reliahility of oday's Harleys,

Jerry and Mark's story is not anlike many others we hear
in the motoreyele busines. Jemy had been wrenching on
motorcycles for something lke 15 years in his backyand shop
before he and his bovhood Fiend Mark decided to lmug A sigh on
e wall and apen a shop in a commercial building. That was five
years ago. and the two have not looked back for even 3 moment,
Riding the crest of the popularity of Harlev-Davidsons has served them
well. Over the past 20 years Jermy has become quite the craftsman; as b
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he has honed his craft performing tasks as simple oil changes and une ups, to ground
up custom bike builds. These days JCC pays the bills with a steady dier of service, fab-
rication, and 12-15 custom builds a year,

This particular hike began life some 47 years ago, rlling off the H-D assembly
lime outfitred with what was at the time a major advance from prior models, a rear
swingarm connecied to the top rear of the [rame with a pair of shock absorbers.
The bike belonged to an old customer of Jerry's who had fallen on some Tean times;
requiring he sell the bike. Since Jerry had kept the bike ranning for this guy forso
long, he thought it only fair Jerry get the first crack at it Soon dfterwards Jemy
foumd himself in possession of the motoreyele. Over the next bunch of years the FL
foured itself in various forms, with changes taking place with the engine and chas-
5is on a regular hasis.

[he last time Jerry made over the bike he swore it would be the st — where have
we heard that before? What he had in mind was (o play D Frankenstein by mor-
phing the FL with a recently crashed ‘00 Heritage Softail that Mark had gotien a
hold of, JCC's plans called for the FL frame to hold an S&5 altemator/generator-
style Panhead engine, while being outfitted with many pants of the Heritage to
provite reliability.

Jerry began assembling the engine by enclosing the 4-1/4=inch stroke Mywhe|
Inslde the era-specific cases. Prior to bolting up the cylinders, Jerry chucked them
upin 2 Tathe and machined somewhere around 0,150 inch to bring the compression
to:9.5:1. This in itsell crcated amether problem as he bolted the STD Pan heads on
the cylinders. Since he removed so much materal from the bottom of the 3-5/8-inch
bore cylinders. he would need the guys at 585 to make him'a custom intake mani-
told that would fir properly across the longer span. Inthe cam chest resides an SEtS
514 cam with 246 degrees of duration, which actuates s quadrant of JIMS hydraulic
lifters and pushrods, in tum activating Accurate Engineering rockers, and finally
Kibble White valves. An SES Super E carh, Dyna ignition, and a set of Jackman's
ot pipes bolted up with three-bolt Manges Anishes things off

This is where things start Lo get interesting: In order 1o connect the engine 1o the
five-speed fn a four-speed case by SES, Jermy got his hands on a inner and ourer pri-
mary from an ‘82 Harley, Stashed inside was a beltdrive designed to spin the BDL
elutch: Other modifications incladed the machining of a trnsmission pulley for clear-
ance reasons. as well as resplining its hub 1o it the transmission output shaft. All of

this was done inan effon to run 2 1=-1/2=inch final drive belt instead of the custom-
ary chain found oo older bikes.

Many of the '58's chassis componems were tossed in favor of newer pieces
removed from the Hertage, These included the entire frontend, complete with a
16-Inch spoke wheel, Avon Readnunner 130/90/H16 tire, H-D rotor and Tour-pis-
ton caliper. The bactkend saw major changes as well with the fitment of & modified
swingarm from an early '80s bike, a matching 16-inch wheel, a |30/90/MT/00/H16
Avon Roadmnner, and updated brakes to match the front. Adding comfort 1o/ the
back of the bike arc a pair of Progressive Suspension’s 11-inch-long 412 shocks:

With the sheetmetal in a state of serious disrepair, Jery decided it would be best
to rere it &3 shelf in the shop till a time where he had more time to properly

N attend togit In s place area sl r:|1' Natside tanks and €1 fenders only requiring

minor modifications (o mount & '58 H-D aillight. Rounding out the metal for the
project was the oflbag from, you gue-ssed it the ‘00 Heritage.

The bike was finished off with a myrad of parts mostly from H-D and included
founl coniruls, hand controls, rsers, @ sprung seat; and a speedometer.

Painter Dean Cline did & masterful job applying the finish as he had so many limes
hefome for JCC. This time Mark's choice was a turquoise and white he selected from
an ‘84 Fard chip book,

By the time we had a couple of drnks put away, Jerry was done with the tale of
the FL It'was at that point we told him the guys wanted 10 shoot it for the magazine
and asked them If they were Intercsted. With that, Mark grabbed the bill from the
edpe of the fakile and said loud and clear, “You bet we art.” HRB
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