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Dear Members, 
 

I would like to 
take this 
opportunity to 
thank each of you 
for all the support 
that has been given me the last year; it 
has been a privilege to serve as your 
president.   

 
Convention will be June 10th and 11th at 
the new Hampton Suites in Orange 
Beach. Dolan, Cheryl and Sabrina have 
been working hard to make sure we have 
a top notched convention again this year. 
Everyone should have received 
convention packets in the mail, if you 
need any information on the convention 
please contact the office or look at our 
website www.alatiredealers.com   
 

The first two events of 2011, Regional 
Meeting in north Alabama and the Spring 
Golf Tournament, were very successful. 
Thanks to everyone who helped 
coordinate these events as well as all who 
participated in them.  See you at the 
Convention! 

 
Mike Griffin 
President 
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2011 Annual Convention 
 

June 10th & 11th  
Hampton Suites 

Orange Beach, Alabama 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Reservations & Registration Deadline:  May 15, 2011 
 

Room Rates:  **Deluxe Continental Breakfast included in rate** 

Standard King or Queens (Inland View) $196.95 
2-Queens (Sideview) $206.95 

Standard Beach Front King or Queens $229.95 
 

For Reservations Call Hampton Suites by May 15, 2011, at 800-426-7866. 
Use Group Code: ATA 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Plan your vacation for the 
week of June 5-11 and join 
us for Friday & Saturday:  

June 10 & 11, 2011 
 

Tentative Agenda: 
 

Friday, June 10th –  
  11:00 am  Golf Tournament – Craft Farms Golf Course  

3:00 – 5:00 pm Convention Registration 
  6:00 – 8:30 pm Welcome Dinner & Golf Awards 
 
 

Saturday, June 11th -  
 

8:00 – 9:45 am Past Presidents Breakfast 
  10:00 – 11:30 am Annual Business Meeting  

Educational Session – Drugs and Alcohol in the Workplace 
Training Seminar – T.R.E.A.D.S. 

6:00 – 7:00 pm  Scholarship Reception 

  7:00 – 9:00 pm  Scholarship Banquet 
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Senate Bill Would Require 
Electronic Filing of W-2 Forms 

 

A bipartisan pair of senators has introduced a bill that would 
require most employers to file their W-2 forms electronically. 

Current regulations only require employers who submit more than 250 W-2 forms to submit them in electronic 
format. For employers submitting less than 250 W-2 forms, current regulations simply encourages the use of 
electronic filing. The legislation, introduced Thursday by Senators Tom Coburn, R-Okla., and Michael Bennet, 
D-Col., would direct all employers to take advantage of electronic filing. However, the bill would also allow a 
hardship exemption for small businesses with five employees or less. 

While most forms are submitted to the Social Security Administration electronically, 16 percent (over 33 million) 
are processed in paper form and manually entered into the agency’s system. The manual process allows for 
keying errors, and is costly and inefficient, according to the senators. The bill is estimated to save over $11 
million annually. 

―Requiring the SSA to process hard-copy W-2 forms is outdated and is costing taxpayers millions of dollars 
each year,‖ Coburn said in a statement. ―When most Americans are using the Internet to do business, failing to 
modernize this arcane system is irresponsible. This bill is a win-win for the SSA and small businesses across 
America.‖ 

According to the SSA’s Office of Public Service and Operations Support, in fiscal year 2010—that is, for tax 
year 2009—it cost approximately $0.34 per paper W-2 and $0.002 per electronic W-2 to process submitted 
wage reports. 

―By bringing this reporting system into the 21st century, we can save taxpayer money and make the process 
more efficient and accurate,‖ said Bennet. ―This is a great example of the kind of commonsense solutions we 

can craft to reduce costs and modernize our reporting requirements.‖ 

President Signs 1099 
Repeal into Law 

President Obama signed legislation Thursday repealing the expanded 1099 reporting requirements in the 
health care reform law and Small Business Jobs Act. 

Congress succeeded in repealing the 1099 requirements earlier this month after numerous votes on competing 
versions of the legislation (see Congress Votes to Repeal 1099 Requirements). The widely unpopular rules 
would have required businesses to report any purchases of goods or services of more than $600 a year from 
another vendor to the IRS on a Form 1099-MISC. 

―This is a big win for small businesses,‖ wrote SBA Administrator Karen Mills in a blog post. ―The SBA and 
President Obama supported repealing this provision, which would have required businesses to send 1099 
forms for all purchases of goods and services over $600 annually. With this bipartisan effort, we have removed 
a requirement that would have been an undue barrier to small business growth. The many benefits of the 
health reform law for small businesses remain in place. These tools are already helping small business owners 
find more affordable and accessible coverage for themselves and their employees.‖ 

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Dave Camp, R-Mich., praised the repeal.  ―After nearly a year-
long battle to repeal the onerous 1099 provisions enacted by Democrats, I am pleased the President has now 
signed their repeal into law,‖ he said. ―On the eve of Tax Day, small businesses can finally breathe a huge sigh 
of relief that one of the many burdens the Democrats’ health care law would have placed on them has been 
repealed. Instead, small businesses can focus more of their energies and resources on creating jobs, not filling 
out yet another form for the IRS.‖  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (APRIL 14, 2011) 
BY ACCOUNTING TODAY STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (APRIL 14, 2011) 
BY MICHAEL COHN, ACCOUNTING TODAY 
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Regional Meeting / Training Seminar 
 

A Regional Meeting / Training Seminar for the ATDA was held March 15th in 
Huntsville, Alabama, at the 88 Buffet.  The meeting was open to all tire dealers.  There 
were 15 businesses represented by 33 people.  Dinner was provided for all who 
attended.  Following the seminar, door prizes were given away.  The ATDA would like 
to thank all of those who attended and made this first meeting a great success.   

Additional Regional Meetings / Training Seminars are being scheduled for other 
areas of the state.  If you have any ideas for training subjects, please contact the 
ATDA office at 256-616-3587 or by e-mail at alatiredealers@cs.com.  We would love to 
hear from you! 

 

   
 
 

     
 

 
6 15 

Thanks to  
Sterling Yearber  

& 

Hunter Engineering 

for a very successful & 
informative educational 

training seminar! 

mailto:alatiredealers@cs.com


A very important subject, “How Electronic Stability Control will affect your future” 
was presented, and dealers learned what changes are upcoming in our industry.  
ATDA President Mike Griffin also described many of the efforts of the Alabama Tire 
Dealers Association to protect and promote the interests of tire dealers in our state. 
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Thanks to  
Terry Treesh & American Tire Distributors 

for a very successful & informative educational training seminar! 
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TRIB Releases Latest Version of Industry   
Recommended Practices For Tire Retreading & Tire Repairing 

 
We just released the latest version of Industry Recommended Practices for Tire 
Retreading & Tire Repairing.  
 
This new document, which carries a revised date of November 2, 2010, 
supersedes the prior issue, which carried a revised date of November 16, 2009. 
  
The content of this new document represents a consensus of substantially all segments of the tire retreading and 
tire repairing industry, including, but not limited to: The Tire Industry Association (TIA); The Tread Rubber and Tire 
Repair Material Manufacturers Association (TRMG); and the Rubber Manufacturers Association (RMA). 
  
While TRIB did not participate in the technical discussions leading to the preparation of this document, they have 
been designated as the sole agent for distribution and general dissemination of the document. 
  
CD's and printed copies of the document can be purchased easily and securely through TRIB's new online store at: 
(https://trib.site-ym.com/store/)  The cost for the CD is $65.00 for members of TRIB and $315.00 for non-members. 
Printed copies cost $75.00 for members of TRIB and $325.00 for non-members. 
 
Please email us at info@retread.org if you have any questions or would like more information about this document. 

 

 

How the Self-Employed Can Survive an IRS Audit 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (MARCH 25, 2011)    
 BY ACCOUNTING TODAY STAFF 

One in six of the 145 million tax returns that 
the IRS expects to be filed for the 2010 tax year will include a Schedule C for self-employed filers, 
and many of them will no doubt be subjected to an IRS audit. 

The National Association for the Self-Employed had some advice for self-employed business owners 
in case they do get audited. The NASE noted that the IRS can review tax returns for up to three 
years, so now is the time to make sure all of the necessary paperwork and documentation is stored 
with the 2010 tax return. 

"As long as taxpayers dot their I's and cross their T's when preparing their return, then there is no 
reason to worry about an audit," said NASE national tax advisor Keith Hall in a statement. "It's 
possible that you might even get a refund." 

The audit selection process can be a complicated one. Here are a few tips to keep in mind: 

1. Math Errors - This is the most common reason for an audit. Check and re-check the return to make 
sure all numbers, dates and Social Security numbers are included. Using tax preparation software 
can help eliminate these errors. 

2. Prior Audits - Prior audits and matching tax indicators (e.g. you have the same small business and 
same typical deductions) might increase the likelihood of being audited again. This is particularly true 
if last year's audit included an additional tax assessment. 

3. Statistical Sampling -- This accounts for most of the returns that are selected for an audit. The 
more complicated the tax return, the higher the chance of audit selection. 
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR  

2012 TIA OTR CONFERENCE 

Conference to Take Place February 15 - 18, 2012 in Rancho Mirage, CA; 
Registrations Currently Only Being Taken Via Fax, Mail or E-Mail; 

Interested Attendees are Urged to Register for Golf Tournament Early 

Bowie, MD - The Tire Industry Association (TIA), one of the world's leading authorities on tires, today 
announced that registration is now open for the 2012 TIA OTR Conference, which will take place February 15 - 
18, 2012 at the Westin Mission Hills Resort & Spa, located in Rancho Mirage, CA. Currently, registrations are 
only being taken via fax, mail and e-mail; to download a registration form, visit the "Events" section of 
www.tireindustry.org.  
 

Additionally, spots for the golf tournament, which will take place at the Classic Club in nearby Palm Desert, CA 
are very limited; interested attendees are urged to reserve their spot as soon as possible. Unlike at this year's 
conference, there will be no overflow golf course next year, so once the spots are gone, there will be no other 
conference golf options. 
 

The TIA OTR Conference offers OTR professionals with an unparalleled opportunity to learn the latest trends 
in the industry, in addition to providing valuable networking and enjoyable social opportunities. Tim BeVier, 
Manager of National Account Business Development for TECH International, and a 2011 TIA OTR Conference 
attendee, commented on the opportunity this event presents: "Our team was very pleased with . . . the level of 
activity generated from this event . . . We have several major initiatives in the works and had the opportunity to 
visit with most of these parties (current and potential clients) during the conference." Tire Recycling 
Consultants' Rob Czukor, another 2011 attendee, said, "I believe the program has been perfected! I do not 
know of anything that could be added which would improve the conference. It is the most professionally 
produced conference that I attend." 
   

Sponsorships for the 2012 conference are also available. For more information, contact LaKisha Pindell at 
800.876.8372, ext. 104 or at  
lpindell@tireindustry.org. 

   

Huntsville tire store fire 
investigated as arson 

Posted: May 02, 2011 11:21 AM CDT   

 

 Huntsville, AL (WAFF) -  

Fire crews responded to a fire at Payless Tire on Oakwood Avenue 

Monday around 11:00 a.m. 

Flames were shooting through the roof when they arrived on scene. 

Heavy smoke could be seen for miles. 

 

The fire spread to trees next to the businesses. The smoke was so toxic that authorities evacuated 

Imperial Gardens Apartments nearby. 

 

Investigators said a side door had been forced open. There was no electrical power to the business when 

the fire started. Investigators said the fire was intentionally set. No arrests have been made. 

 

Copyright 2011 WAFF. All rights reserved. 

 
 

Payless Tires on Oakwood Ave. 
caught on fire Monday morning. 
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Regional Scholarship Fundraiser 
Golf Tournament 

Terri Pines Country Club 

Wednesday, April 20, 2011 

Benefits the ATDA Scholarship Foundation 
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Tournament Winners: 
 

1st Place – Carroll Tire/Tire Outlet 

Cecil Bowden 
Phillip Tidwell 

Scott Robertson 
 

2nd Place – Federated Insurance 

Jon Bolle 
Chris Clements 

Jonathan Scarborough 
Dave Hargrave 

 

3rd Place – Michelin 

Tom Schapp 
Joe Black 

Justin Niedzwecki 
 

Longest Drive – Scott Robertson 

Closest to the Pin – Johnny 
Lazarone 

 

Hole Sponsors: 
NAPA Auto Parts 

Federated Insurance 
Michelin 

McGriff Industries 
Southside Davis Tire 

Mohawk Rubber Sales 

A Special Thank 

You to the 

McGriff Family 

for hosting a 

great event! 
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Contact: Scott Hughes 

    (334) 260-4500  

Thursday, April 21, 2011  

ADEM Announces $240,000 Project to  

Utilize Recycled Scrap Tires at Montgomery Riverwalk 
MONTGOMERY − The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has announced a 

partnership with the City of Montgomery that it will provide approximately $240,000 in grant funds to 
support the use of recycled scrap tires at the Montgomery Riverwalk.  The grant funds will be utilized in 
the construction of a sidewalk comprised of recycled scrap tire products in lieu of traditional concrete. 

There will be approximately 32,000 scrap tires beneficially reused as part of the project once 
installation is complete.  Each square foot of sidewalk surface will be composed of approximately the 
same amount of recycled tire rubber that is contained in one whole tire.  In addition, the sidewalk surface 
will be aesthetically pleasing, durable, safe, and permeable for the infiltration of stormwater. 

Alabama generates more than five million scrap tires each year and another four million are 
imported into Alabama annually for disposal.  ADEM is working to enhance the recycling rate of these 
scrap tires and reduce the number of tires that are sent to Alabama landfills.  This effort not only 
conserves landfill space and extends the life of existing landfills but also conserves natural resources and 
provides economic benefits by enhancing the use of recycled materials. 

“This project is just another example of ADEM utilizing its resources to provide environmental 
benefits and economic benefits for the citizens of Alabama,” said ADEM Director Lance LeFleur.  “I 
appreciate the willingness of the City of Montgomery to partner with us on this project and we look 
forward to working with other municipalities to enhance the reuse of scrap tires in Alabama.” 

The Department’s efforts to enhance the recycling of scrap tires are supported through Alabama’s 
Scrap Tire Fund, which is funded by a $1 per tire fee that is charged for each new, used, or retreaded tire 
sold in the State of Alabama. 

Welcome New Members! 
Please add these companies to your membership directory. 

 

MAJESTIC TIRES & SERVICE, Inc.  
 7909 Airport Blvd. Phone: 251-634-0313 
 Mobile, AL 36608 Fax: 251-634-0349 
 Key Contacts:  
  R. Sterzoy  
 

TCI TIRE CENTERS, LLC –  DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
 475 Commerce Blvd. Phone: 850-580-4400 
 Midway, FL 32343  229-225-7626 

 www.tirecenters.com Fax: 850-580-4697 

 Key Contacts: 

  Todd Sterzoy – tci449mgr@tirecenters.com  
 

THE TIRE SHOP, LLC 
 1750 Larkin Street Phone: 205-744-3014 
 Dolomite, AL 35061  
 Key Contacts: 

  Norman Williams – thetyreshop@att.net  
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How to Be Business FriendlyTM
 

 
By Nancy Friedman, the Telephone Doctor 

 
When you take the "friendly" out of Business Friendly, all you have left is business - business as usual. And we all know 
that's just not good enough.  

So our new program deals with the tender subject of how to be Business Friendly. And it's NOT just for the phones. Being 
Business Friendly is for all touch points of customer service. Any way you touch or reach out to your customers on the 
phone, in person, by email, voice mail, fax or snail mail, we need to be Business Friendly.  

First of all, you may be asking yourself, "What the heck is Business Friendly?" Well, it's the middle ground between being 
too cold, impersonal and uncaring, and the other extreme of being too over familiar. We've all experienced both I'm sure.  

Here are the five points in delivering Business Friendly customer service.  

 Every Call is Unique - Don't Become Desensitized: The transaction you get at the end of the day needs to be 
as upbeat and helpful as you were with the first one of the day. What happens is often times we get the same 
questions over and over and it's easy to become desensitized. We need to remember that to the customer, his 
question is new to him. And it's the first time for him; no matter what time of day it is.  

 Solve the Problem - Don't Argue: You know the old saying "the customer is always right." Well, at Telephone 
Doctor we've changed that around to "the customer always thinks they're right" and that's the perception we need 
to deal with. There are indeed times when the customer is wrong and we as service specialists know and realize 
it. Of what value is it to tell them "Oh Mr. Jones, you are WRONG." None is there? So focus on the problem; don't 
worry about whose fault it is. There is zero value in arguing with a customer. Don't even get in the ring with them. 
You will lose every single round. Focus on solving the problem.  

 Show Empathy - Don't Ignore What The Customer Says: The other day, I called a company and explained that 
the product they sold me wasn't operating properly. The answer from the company representative? "Oh, OK." 
AGGGGGG. That drives me crazy. First of all, it's NOT OK that the product wasn't working right. And secondly, 
where was a little empathy? Where was some sort of acknowledgement that they indeed heard what I was calling 
about. None. And you can have empathy in happy and good things too. Empathy isn't only for disasters and bad 
times. You can join in when someone mentions a birthday, a vacation, a wedding, or anything that is happy. Point 
is, just do not ignore what they say. COMMENT on it.  

 Smile: Yup, the customer can hear it. We all know that. And since we all know that, we all need to do it. And by 
the way, smiling is showing your teeth. If your teeth aren't showing, you're only grinning - not smiling. Grins can't 
be heard! Let those puppies show!  

 Avoid Emotional Leakage: What? Ok, what's emotional leakage, Nancy? Well, that's getting mad at Peter and 
taking it out on Paul. Not right, not fun and not fair. To take a negative thought or emotion out on one person and 
transfer it to another? Let's show you how to avoid emotional leakage when one transaction goes bad and you 
need to deal with another one immediately.  

A. Take a deep breath  
B. Regain your professional composure  
C. Smile (Even if it's phony)  
D. Then start the transaction  

Being Business Friendly will make a huge difference in customer satisfaction. Don't be cool and aloof and don't get too 
familiar; be the middle ground and deliver Business Friendly customer service.  

 
 
"People often say that motivation doesn't last. Well, neither does 
bathing — that's why we recommend it daily." — Zig Ziglar 
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Our thoughts and prayers are 
with all the families and 

businesses devastated by the 
recent tornadoes that tore 

through much of the state of 
Alabama and surrounding states.   

 

Please let the ATDA know if your business or family was 
affected.  If we can be of any assistance to you in the 

recovery process, please let us know.   

While many businesses where hurt by power outages 
and down time, some of our family sustained more 

permanent losses.  The losses reported so far to our office 
are listed below: 

 

 Westmoreland Tire (owned by Ed Westmoreland) lost an 
employee, the employee’s wife and one of his children. 
Another child of that employee is in the hospital but is 
expected to recover. Another one of their employees who 
had taken shelter from the tornadoes at the same home is in 
critical condition in the hospital. 

 OK Tire Stores in Tuscaloosa (owned by George Dockery) 
lost their Alberta City store in the tornadoes and the home 
of George and Sammie Dockery sustained damage. 

 Express Oil in Tuscaloosa was destroyed in the tornadoes. 

 

 

14 



RMA Co-Sponsoring Rubber Asphalt Conference  

March 21, 2011   Tire Business 

A major industry conference will convene later this year to work toward expanding the use of rubber-modified 
asphalt produced using scrap tires. 
 
The RMA is partnering with the Rubber Pavements Association, Rubber Division of the American Chemical 
Society, Asphalt Institute, National Asphalt Pavements Association and the National Center for Asphalt 
Technology to co-host the fifth National Conference on Rubber Modified Asphalt. The conference will be held 
Nov. 3-4 at the Sheraton Austin Hotel at the Capitol in Austin, Texas. 
 
“We know that asphalt modified with scrap tire rubber is an improved material,” said Michael Blumenthal, RMA 
vice president. “Our goal is to bring together the major players that use or that can use this technology, and 
begin the process of identifying the issues that must be addressed so this market can be expanded.”  
The topics to be discussed will include an analysis of the lifecycle costs of rubber modified asphalt, noise 
reduction attributed to rubber modified asphalt, cold weather applications, performance grading, several state 
case studies, terminal blending, research on hybrid blends of rubber, an update on research recently 
concluded and rubber products used in highway and road maintenance. 
 
Rubber modified asphalt is used widely in Arizona, California, Texas and Florida and is now being used in 
colder climate states in the U.S. and across Canada. 
 
For additional information on the conference and to register, visit rma.org. 
 

'Tire Essentials' Book a Foundation for Training  

March 22, 2011   Tire Business 

A new book by tire industry veteran Marvin Bozarth and forensic tire 

examination specialist Brian Lawton promises to be an ideal tool to help tire 

dealers and their staffs understand and follow federal regulations and 

recommended practices when selling and servicing tires.  
 

"Tire Essentials contains over 100 illustrations, photos and charts that can serve 

as an important part of continuing training programs that help keep tire sales 

and service personnel at the top of their game," according to the authors. 

 

The book includes information on tire construction, technology, manufacturing 

and production, as well as conversion tables and a section on tire regulations 

and recommended practices for new and retreaded tires. 

 

Tire Essentials is available for $26 per copy, plus shipping. Quantity discounts are available. In addition, book 

covers can be customized with dealership logos and other information. 

 

For more information or to place an order, go to www.tireanalysis.com and click on the Paypal or Tire 

Essentials links.  
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Spring Cleaning:  

Tax Records You Can Throw Away 
By Richard Lipton, CPA  

Richard L. Lipton CPA & Associates LLC, www.liptoncpa.com  
April 14, 2011  

 

Spring is a great time to clean out that growing mountain of tax and financial papers that clutters your home 
and office. Here's what you need to keep and what you can throw out without fearing the wrath of the IRS.  

Let's start with your "safety zone," the IRS statute of limitations. This limits the number of years during which 
the IRS can audit your tax returns. Once that period has expired, the IRS is legally prohibited from even 
asking you questions about those returns. 
 
The concept behind it is that after a period of years, 
records are lost or misplaced and memory isn’t as 
accurate as we would hope. There’s a need for finality. 
Once the statute of limitations has expired, the IRS can’t 
go after you for additional taxes, but you can’t go after 
the IRS for additional refunds, either. 
 
The Three-Year Rule  

For assessment of additional taxes, the statute of 
limitation runs generally three years from the date you 
file your return. If you’re looking for an additional 
refund, the limitations period is generally the later of 
three years from the date you filed the original return or 
two years from the date you paid the tax. There are 
some exceptions: 
 
• If you don’t report all your income and the unreported 
amount is more than 25% of the gross income actually shown on your return, the limitation period is six years. 
• If you’ve claimed a loss from a worthless security, the limitation period is extended to seven years. 
• If you file a “fraudulent” return, or don’t file at all, the limitations period doesn’t apply. In fact, the IRS can 
get you at any time. 
 
If you’re deciding what records you need or want to keep, you have to ask what your chances are of an audit. 
A tax audit is an IRS verification of items of income and deductions on your return. So you should keep 
records to support those items until the statute of limitations runs out. 
 
Assuming that you’ve filed on time and paid what you should, you only have to keep your tax records for three 
years, but some records have to be kept longer than that. 
 
Remember, the three-year rule relates to the information on your tax return. But, some of that information 
may relate to transactions more than three years old. 
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Here’s a checklist of the documents you should hold on to: 
 
1. Capital gains and losses. Your gain is reduced by your basis – your cost (including all commissions) plus, with 

mutual funds, any reinvested dividends and capital gains. But you may have bought that stock five years ago 
and you’ve been reinvesting those dividends and capital gains over the last decade. And don’t forget those 
stock splits. 
 
You don’t ever want to throw these records away until after you sell the securities. And then if you’re audited, 
you’ll have to prove those numbers. Therefore, you’ll need to keep those records for at least three years after 
you file the return reporting their sales. 
 
2. Expenses on your home. Cost records for your house and any improvements should be kept until the home is 

sold. It’s just good practice, even though most homeowners won’t face any tax problems. That’s because 
profit of less than $250,000 on your home ($500,000 on a joint return) isn’t subject to taxes under tax 
legislation enacted in 1997. 
 
If the profit is more than $250,000/$500,000, or if you don’t qualify for the full gain exclusion, then you’re 
going to need those records for another three years after that return is filed. Most homeowners probably won’t 
face that issue thanks to the 1997 tax law, but of course, it’s better to be safe than sorry. 
 
3. Business records. Business records can become a nightmare. Non-residential real estate is now depreciated 
over 39 years. You could be audited on the depreciation up to three years after you file the return for the 39th 
year. That’s a long time to hold on to receipts, but you may need to validate those numbers. 
 
4. Employment, bank and brokerage statements. Keep all your W-2s, 1099s, brokerage, and bank statements to 

prove income until three years after you file. And don’t even think about dumping checks, receipts, mileage 
logs, tax diaries and other documentation that substantiate your expenses. 
 
5. Tax returns. Keep copies of your tax returns as well. You can’t rely on the IRS to actually have a copy of 
your old returns. As a general rule, you should keep tax records for 6 years. 
 
The bottom line is that you’ve got to keep those records until they can no longer affect your tax return, plus 
the three-year statute of limitations. 
 
6. Social Security records. You will need to keep some records for Social Security purposes, so check with the 

Social Security Administration each year to confirm that your payments have been appropriately credited. If 
they’re wrong, you’ll need your W-2 or copies of your Schedule C (if self-employed) to prove the right amount. 
Don’t dispose of those records until after you’ve validated those contributions. 
 
You can confirm your payments and estimate your future benefits by filing Form SSA-7004 with the Social 
Security Administration. You can download the form, or apply online.  

Richard L. Lipton CPA & Associates LLC, located in Florham Park, N.J., draws on its founder’s 10 years as a stockholder and 

manager of family-owned Sam’s Tire Co. in Paterson, N.J. 

Richard L. Lipton CPA & Associates LLC “is structured to personally serve large and small clients who have a need for business 
consulting services as well as accounting and tax services. We have even developed a niche in the area of forensic accounting. Our 
clients have realized that this combination of skills is extremely valuable in providing the highest quality professional services in today's 
and the future's economy.” – Richard L. Lipton CPA 
  
Contact Richard L. Lipton CPA & Associates LLC:  
Call: 973-520-8123 
E-mail: rich@liptoncpa.com 
Web: www.liptoncpa.com 
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RMA Responds, Tire Repair Info Online  
April 06, 2011  

 

Longstanding industry guidelines for 

passenger and light truck tire repair are now 

more easily accessible to tire dealers and technicians through the RMA website. 
 
In addition to a wall-chart of step-by-step, industry-
recommended tire repair practices, RMA now offers the 
information in a free, downloadable format. A tire repair 
video news release and a consumer-friendly information 
sheet also are available. 
  
“Proper tire repair is an essential consumer safety practice,” 
said Charles Cannon, RMA president and CEO. “Faulty or 
improper repairs may result in tires placed back into service 
that are at greater risk of failure.” 

  
A 2006 RMA study of more than 14,000 scrap tires found that 17% of tires had a tire repair. Of that 
group, 88% of the repairs were improper. 
   
Among several criteria to perform a proper repair are: 
 
• Repairs are limited to the tread area only (No sidewall repairs)  
 
• Puncture injury cannot be greater than 1/4 inch (6mm) in diameter  
 
• Repairs must be performed by removing the tire from the wheel to perform a complete inspection 
to assess all damage that may be present 
 
• Repairs cannot overlap  
 
• A rubber stem, or plug, must be applied to fill the puncture injury and a patch must be applied to 
seal the innerliner. A common repair unit is a one-piece unit with a stem and patch portion. A plug by 
itself is an unacceptable repair 
 
Earlier this year, a San Diego car dealer lost a $22 million judgment for improperly repairing a tire 
that eventually failed and contributed to a fatal van crash. 
  
RMA’s wall chart is available for purchase at www.rma.org. A free version can be downloaded by 
visiting http://www.rma.org/tire_safety/tire_maintenance_and_safety/tire_repair/. 
 
“Consumers need to know that to ensure their safety, a proper tire repair takes more than 10 
minutes and $10,” Cannon said. “If someone tells you that, you should take it somewhere else and 
have it done right.”  
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2011 Calendar of Events 
 

Annual Convention 
 June 10 & 11, 2011 
 Hampton Inn & Suites, Orange Beach, Alabama 
 Golf Tournament, Educational Sessions, General Business Meeting,  
      Awards & Honors, Opportunity to Visit with Suppliers & Dealers! 

 Registration Deadline:  May 15, 2011 
 

 

10th National Tire Safety Week 
   June 5 – 11, 2011 
   For more information visit www.betiresmart.org.  
 
 

Fall Regional Golf Tournament Scholarship Fundraiser 
 Dothan National Golf Club, Dothan, Alabama 
 October 2011 (Details to be announced) 
 4-man Scramble to benefit the ATDA Scholarship Foundation 
 
 

Chaplain’s Corner    
 

"The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 

that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock."  

 Matthew 7:25 
  

On Friday, April 15, storms and tornadoes passed through parts of Alabama including my 

neighborhood.  Many houses were severely damaged from strong winds and fallen trees.  

Fortunately nobody was fatally injured. 
 

JESUS quoted the verse above in a parable.  HE used the story to compare our lives to a house.  

JESUS said that to “hear” HIS words and “put them into practice” is like building a house on a 

good foundation and to not “put them into practice” is like building a house on sand.  He went 

on to say in the story that when the storm hit the house on sand “it fell with a great crash.” 
 

We cannot prevent the storms of life.  However, we do control the 

foundation our lives are built upon.  Rock or sand, the choice is ours. 
  

Dolan Davis, Jr.  205-758-6624 dolan@davistires.com 

ATDA Chaplain 
  

PS: Please know you can contact me anytime you have a prayer need.  

GOD Bless! 
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Please Support Your  

Supplier Members: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

American Tire Distributors  
Barry McGirt  
800-950-3928 
 

Ashberry Tire Landfill  
Ty Ashberry  
334-493-1250 
 

Automotive Equipment 
Service  
Hardy & Jane Thompson  
888-664-5490 
 

B & B Tire Landfill  
Bud & Barbara Adams  
205-647-6736 
 

C.W. Owens Enterprises –   
Scrap Tire Management  
Wayne & Phyllis Owens  
800-869-1372 
 

CARQUEST –  
Distribution Center  
Raymond McGough  
334-280-5843 
 

Carroll Tire  
Cecil Bowden  
205-655-2182 
 

Carroll Tire  
Don Pylant  
800-446-0589 
 

Cintas Corp.  
Craig Casey  
256-355-6431 

  

Continental Tire 
Steven P. Shanks 
205-441-7285 
 

David Tire Co., Inc.  
John David / Bill David  
205-251-8473 
 

Federated Insurance  
Brad Humphries  
404-497-8840 
 

Harris Tire & Rubber Co.  
Mickey Taylor  
334-566-2691 
 

Harris Tire & Rubber Co. 
Jason Berry 
256-382-0797 
 

Hesselbein Tire  
Lew Newlin 
601-974-5938 
 

Hornsby Tire Distributors 
Roger Hornsby 
334-762-2333 
 

Hunter Engineering 
Sterling Yearber 
256-606-7691 
 

J Scott Enterprises, Inc. 
DBA Metro Recycler 
Phillip Tidwell 
205-841-1930 
 

Jones Tire & Supply 
Jimmy Jones / Bill Jones 
334-874-2265 
 

Kauffman Tire 
Richard Dulaney 
404-762-8433 
 
 

 

SLK Tire Designs 
Sabrina Lentz Knop 
Cheryl Lentz 
256-566-5481 
 

TCI Tire Centers, LLC – 
Distribution Center 
Danny Rosetta 
866-907-9463 
 

TCI Tire Centers, LLC – 
Distribution Center 
Todd Sterzoy 
850-580-4400 
 

Tech International 
Leon Hataway 
828-320-3021 
 

Telecheck – FirstData 
Virginia Lovoy 
205-527-3407 
 

Tenneco Automotive 
Ed McArthur 
205-589-2781 
 

Tire Industry Association (TIA) 
Wilson Beach 
800-876-8372 
 

Tire Supplies of Alabama 
Frank Harcrow 
205-368-4130 
 

Wheel & Rim, Inc. 
David Strickland 
205-324-4404 
 

Zurich American Insurance  
Boone Scroggins 
800-553-3055 
 

McGriff Industries 
Barry McGriff / Bert McGriff 
256-739-0780 
 

McGriff Treading Company 
Randy Drake 
256-739-7080 
 

Mohawk Rubber 
Larry McCraney 
800-242-1446 
 

Myers Tire Supply 
Barry Morgan 
800-328-5110 
 

NAPA Auto Parts 
Parrish Sellers 
205-510-2902 
 

Parrish Tire 
Gary Waters 
800-877-2431 
 

Professional Tire Collectors 
Chad W Jackson 
205-323-8436 
 

Robison Tire 
Clay Robison / Mike Windham 
800-824-3225 
 

Robison Tire 
Richard Henderson /  
 Chris Johnston 
334-834-6138 
 

S & S Tire 
Jeff Hodgens / Mark Barrett 
877-777- 7411 
 

S & S Tire 
Doug Burns 
251-433-7100 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Spare Tire is a publication of Alabama Tire Dealers Association.  The Spare Tire is 

published 6 times a year as a source of information for ATDA members and supporters.  ATDA 

directors, staff and members do not necessarily agree with all the contents or opinions 

appearing in this publication nor should its readers rely on any of the Spare Tire content for 

support of any legal position.  On matters involving legal interpretation, the reader is advised 

and encouraged to rely solely upon the advice of his or her own hired legal counsel. The Spare 

Tire invites and encourages comments from its readers. 


