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Davis ED Serves as a Lifeline for the Community
Michele Zirbs is an avid runner and pays 
close attention to her diet.  She never 
imagined she would have a heart attack - 
particularly at a young age.  “I was living a 
very healthy life, but there are no guaran-
tees.  Thank goodness Davis was so close.  
If we would have tried to go out of town, I 
wouldn’t have made it.

“I never imagined 
a heart attack would 
happen to me.  
If we would have 
tried to go out of 
town, I wouldn’t have 
made it.”  

– Michele Zirbs 

With the influx of non-emergency patients, 
rural emergency departments can have the 
image of being simple “band-aid stations.”  
In reality, nothing could be further from the 
truth.  Dr. Kim Kirkland, Medical Director 
of Emergency Services notes, “Only 3.8% 
of patients are transferred to another health 
care facility in conjunction with the care 
provided at Davis’ Emergency Department.”

Michele credits the excellent doctors and 
nurses of Davis Medical Center’s Emergency 
Department with saving her life.  Dr. Susan 

Bobes, Emergency 
Physician notes, 
“Michele is one of 
more than 28,500 
patients that we treat 
every year.  Some are 
minor injuries and 
illnesses, but quite 
often patients have 
critical illnesses or 

traumatic injuries.  We’re here to provide 
quick access to quality, lifesaving medical 
care.  I love my job.  There is no greater 
satisfaction than seeing a patient like 
Michele and knowing you helped to 
save her life.”

Dr. Susan Bobes
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There is a 1 in 3 chance that you, or a loved one, will visit an emergency room this year.Transforming Care TogethER Campaign Designed to 
Transform Patient Care
The current Emergency Department is 20 
years old, has served over 500,000 patients, 
and no longer meets the needs of modern 
health care delivery.  “Our clinicians have 
done an amazing job in the space they have, 
but it is time for an overhaul,” commented 
Mark Doak, CEO of Davis Health System.  
In addition to new features like private 
rooms, the Emergency Department will also 
be implementing process changes such as 
a Fast Track Protocol that will separate and 
shorten wait times for both non-emergency 
and emergency patients.

The project will cost $2,000,000.  In addition, 
Davis is providing $500,000 in new 
equipment.  “This is a critical project for our 
community.  The Emergency Department is 
a lifesaving asset to our area.  This campaign 
is a great opportunity for community 
members to invest in the future health of our 
region,” stated Hugh Hitchcock, Chairman 
Davis Health System Foundation.  Mike 

Bell, Director Davis 
Health System 
Foundation added, 
“We’re off to a great 
start!  Davis Health 
System employees 
have kickstarted the 
campaign with 
$144,000

                                          in personal 
                                         contributions.  In 
total, we have already received $308,000 in 
support.  Everyone we have spoken with 
recognizes the importance of this project, 
and they have responded very generously.” 

Mike Bell

Campaign Leadership 
Discusses Passion 

for Project

Campaign Co-chairs sterl Dean 
and Christy Tribble know they have 
a big task ahead, but they are up 
for the job.  “All it took for me 
to say ‘yes’ was one trip around 
the emergency Department,” 
declared sterl.  “Thankfully, I have 
not had a reason to visit the eD, 
so it was a real eye-opener.  The 
staff do tremendous work, but 
the space is very limiting.  I knew 
right away that if one of my loved 
ones were being treated, I would 
want a newer environment with 
privacy.  I decided then and there 
I’d do everything I could to make 
this project a reality.”  Christy 
added, “like sterl, I want to know 
my family will be taken care of in 
a state-of-the-art facility.  I have 
school age children.  My biggest 
worry is an accident.  I got involved 
so that everyone in our community 
will have convenient access to 
quality emergency care 24/7.”

Sterl Dean Christy Tribble 


