
 Can you keep a secret? This is 
one of El Dorado County’s best 
hidden boutiques. Spot this place 
from the street and you’ll think 
you’ve stumbled upon an ordinary 
shopping center. Unless you know 
what to look for, you might drive 
right past it. But tucked away on 
the quiet hillside behind the Lees’ 
Feed Pet Store and Hay Barn, is a 
hidden shop within a shop. Inside 
the Lees’ Feed Ranch Store, Lee 
family members, Cori Avila and 
Tegan Lee have created an amazing
collection of the hottest styles in 
country-chic, bohemian-infl uenced 
clothing and accessories. 
 “We have really taken the time 
to hand pick everything we bring 
in here, staying on top of all the 
current styles and trends,” Cori 
shares with me. “Now that we 
have expanded, people don’t feel 
the need to go to the mall or out of 
the area to shop. If you need some-
thing for a wedding, a concert, a 
BBQ, or just to go riding, we have 
all options here. We really have 
broadened our collections for both 
men and women,” she adds. 
 In 1980 after graduating from 
Cal Poly, Michael and Susan Lee 
opened their feed and pet store, 
bringing their two young children 
Jeff and Cori into work with them 
each day, seven days a week.  Since 
then, Lees’ Feed has become a 
locally cherished emporium– fi lled 
to the brim with anything related 
to pets, livestock, ranching, tack, 
home décor, and clothing, with one 
of the best inventories of Schleich
toy animals and the coveted 
Breyer Horse models. Not only do 
customers cherish this place, but 
employees do as well. They have 
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a great business philosophy and 
clearly treat employees like family. 
“We have had employees here for 
20 years. Others have left only to 
return. I think we are very in-tune 
to what is happening in their lives 
and realize that family is number 
one to them. That’s how we feel 
too,” Tegan warmly shares. 
 Now that their parents have 
retired, Jeff and Cori run the show. 
“Jeff studied business at Sacramen-
to State and has been here forever 
running our Shingles Springs and 
Lockford feed stores. He loves it. 
It’s in his blood,” Cori laughs. “Me? 
It took a minute to get in my blood.” 
Cori moved away for a few years 
and worked at Nordstrom, where 
she took to heart their unparal-
leled customer service training and 
cemented her love of fashion. 
“The Nordstrom way is completely 
how I feel our customer service 
should be – going out of our way 
to make the customer happy. That 
is what sets us apart from others,” 
she says.   
 Once the opportunity presented 
itself to expand the store and their 
clothing department, Cori took 
full advantage of it, and immedi-
ately designed an attractive, richly 
textured space for all their great 
fi nds. “Tegan, Jeff’s wife, and I 
love fashion and feel proud of 
everything we have created. We 
both love clothes and buying for the 
store. Although we have totally dif-
ferent styles, I think they comple-
ment each other nicely,” says Cori.  
What great fun it must be to be able 
to shop for a living. “Oh, we love 
shopping! What woman doesn’t? 
And when we’re not here, we are 
shopping for here,” Cori confi des.
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Above: Cori shows off the large selection available at their boutique 
store. Below: Their ever expanding department for men featuring a 
large selection of custom boots. Bottom: They also carry horse tack 
and equestrian apparal.



Lees’ Feed and Western Wear, 
but inside is one of the hottest 
hidden boutiques in town. It 
is a warm and inviting place 
filled with charming home 
accessories, bohemian-chic 
clothing lines, perfect-fitting 
jeans, eclectic jewelry, beauti-
fully-crafted boots, and all the 
Carhartt and Wrangler work 
wear a man could want. 
 “I am always back in the 
boutique. It is like a little bit 
of heaven on earth,” Cori 
muses. Indeed it is. Alright, I 
can’t wait any longer. Time for 
me to start trying on clothes!
 To visit the Lees’ Feed 
Ranch Store, the Center is  
situated on Sunset Lane be-
fore the Pet Store just off 
Mother Lode Drive – 4110 
Mother Lode Dr, Shingle 
Springs.  (530) 677- 4891 or 
for easy online shopping go to:  
www.leesfeed.net

 As I look around, I notice 
there is a wall of stunning 
boots and racks of gorgeous 
tops, sweaters and jeans in 
the coolest brands: Miss Me 
Jeans, Rock Revival, Angie, 
Blue Pepper, Silver Jeans– the 
kind of clothing that makes all 
women look good and shows-
off their individual beauty.  
 I can tell it’s something in 
which Cori and Tegan, take 
a lot of pride. “We absolutely 
love helping women feel 
beautiful. I just had a wom-
en come in who was really  
discouraged. She thought we 
wouldn’t have a woman’s size 
34 jeans, but we did. She 
bought 4 pairs of jeans and 
felt so good about herself,  
because she hadn’t bought 
jeans for herself in quite 
awhile. That is the best feel-
ing to us,” Cori smiles.
 From the outside, the only 
sign on the upper building 
of this wonderful property is 
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