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Schedule your Chr Hansen products for 

the next forage crop season before January 

30th and take advantage of the early order & 

pre-pay discount of 10% this year.E 

 SiloStop the only oxygen barrier that 

has the research and the technology to reduce 

dry matter loss in the top 3 feet by 12%. There 

is a 7% pre pay discount on orders placed in 

January & February. 

 

Forage Oats are an excellent nurse crop that are 

superior in forage quality and tonnage compared to 

grain oats, there is a good supply, order now for your 

spring & late summer planting. 

  Pre-pay by January 30th, $17.80/ 48lb 

   

WL Alfalfa announced the most 

exciting breakthroughs to hit 

alfalfa and forage production is 

finally here: HarvXtra™ Alfalfa, Reduced Lignin.  
This exciting technology provides growers with 

vastly expanded flexibility in cutting schedule to 

maintain forage quality and the ability to greatly     

enhance fiber digestibility by 15% and improved 

overall feed value while maintaining current harvest 

timing. We have a good seed supply this spring on  

      WL 341 HVX RR.                                                                    

   This is a 4.0 fall dormancy variety with a 2.1                            

Winterhardiness, Give Kody a call to learn more. 

  

   
    

 

 

    The Purina Animal Nutrition is bringing its               

  Research Farm to East Earl, Shady Maple on                          

    Tuesday, February 7th @ 9:30 am 

Here are some of the topics that will be covered: 

		~	Transition Cows, Setting Them Up to Win. 

              ~	Lactation Cows, Nutrition for                                    
     Higher Peak Production. 

        ~	Lunch & Door Prizes 

    ~	Calves that Never Get Over a Great Start. 

  ~	 HeiferSmart, Replacement Heifer Programs. 
 

  To follow will be an invitation with more           

    details and reservation date. 

EARLY	ORDER	OF	SPRING	SEED	NEEDS	&	FORAGE	INOCULANT	

     EARLY ORDER PROGRAM                              

       ON SPRING FORAGE OATS  
      Purina Research Farm 

             February 7th 

 
 
 
 

 

  Tuesday, January 24th Penn State Extension     

      is holding a Dairy & Crops Day at the   

        Lebanon Valley Expo Center.                                             

 Credits Available for Core & Category for the     

 following: Pesticide, Certified Crop Advisor,      

     Fumigation and Manure Hauler. 

  Topics & Speakers include:                       

  Dan McFarland– Creating a Healthy,   

    Comfortable Space for Calves. 

   Elanco– Veterinary Feed Directive.  

   Jeff Graybill– Cover Crop Update. 
                                                                          

Forage Contest, 1st Place—$25 Gift Certificate    
  

 Early Registration Cost: $10.00 person  

 Call Extension Office @ 717-270-4391 

 

  *Ask us about Complimentary Passes* 

    Penn State Extension       

 Lebanon Dairy & Crops Day 

  Early Order Inoculant &     

    SiloStop – Bunker Covers 



 

  Cold weather has arrived in southeast Pennsylvania. Calf raisers know that cold temperatures 
increase the calf’s maintenance requirements for energy but many do not know that the 
maintenance requirements also increase for protein and vitamins as well as energy if the calf                  

     is ill from conditions like scours and pneumonia. Optimizing nutrition of sick calves can make the                       

     difference between a dead and a healthy calf. 

  It is important for dairy producers and veterinarians to understand that when the ambient  
temperature drops to 15 °F, feeding 3 quarts of milk (12.5% total solids) or a 22% protein,  
20% fat milk replacer powder (12.5% total solids) twice a day will provide an 88 lb. calf with  
enough nutrition for less than 0.75 lbs./day of growth. However, if the calf is stressed further  
(draft, wet or dirty hair coat, develops scours, pneumonia etc.) there is insufficient energy and  
protein in the diet to meet the needs of the calf and it will begin losing weight.  
  Since calves are born with roughly 3-4% of body weight as fat, they will die if the negative                                    

    energy balance continues for more than 3-5 days. Since calf scours is a common problem on                           

    U.S. dairy operations, winter feeding programs should be formulated to take into account the  
increased protein, fat-soluble vitamins and energy demands caused by calf scours. Also,  
calves should be provided with a jacket and kept in a dry, draft-free environment that is bedded 
with straw that is deep enough to cover their legs. Calves should be offered a highly palatable  
calf starter that is high in protein (18-22%) and energy beginning at 2-3 days of age and have 
 access to free-choice warm water within 30 minutes of being fed milk or milk replacer. 
 
Winter Feeding Program 
  Since ruminants do not metabolize fat as efficiently as non-ruminants, just providing 
more fat in the diet is the least satisfactory way of providing additional nutrition to the calf. The  
diet  must be consistent (less than 1% daily variation in percent total solids) and have enough  
energy and protein so the calf can have efficient, lean growth, adequate immune function and  
healing of damaged tissue caused by events like scours and/or pneumonia. The dairy producer  
can pick one of the following 3 options. 
  1) Continue to feed the calves 3 quarts of milk or milk replacer twice a day but 
  increase the total solids content from 12.5 to 15%. To avoid problems, producers 
  need to work closely with their dairy calf nutritionist if they choose this option. 
  2) Continue feeding the calves twice a day but increase the volume of milk or milk 
  replacer fed per feeding from 3 to 4 quarts. 
  3) Feed the calves 3 quarts of milk or milk replacer 3 times a day instead of twice a day.             

    There should be at least a 13-14 hour interval between the first and third feeding.        
         This is the best option because calves do better when they are fed 

three times a day instead of twice a day.  Research results show that for every six  
calves fed three times a day, one additional heifer entered lactation. Claves fed three  
times per day also averaged 1,136 pounds more of milk and calved 16 days earlier. 
 

     “CALF  STRATEGIES FOR COLD WEATHER MONTHS”                                                   
By M.J. Behr DVM, D.C. Sockett DVM/PhD, Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 

T.J. Earleywine PhD, Director of Nutrition Land O’ Lakes Animal Milk Products 


