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Bill Blakemore of Walstrom Marine Inducted into the MBIA Hall of Fame
Harbor Springs, Michigan (December 10, 2015) - Bill Blakemore, an exemplary employee who recently retired from Walstrom Marine in Harbor Springs, Michigan after more than 50 years of service, has been inducted into the Michigan Boating Industries Association (MBIA) Hall of Fame for year 2015. The presentation was made at the Recreational Boating Educational Conference (RBEC) held December 10, 2015 in Lansing, Michigan. 
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A local man just out of the Navy, Bill Blakemore came to work for Walstrom Marine in 1966. Bill's familiarity with boats began with the job of running The Pointer, a private passenger boat for Harbor Point. At Walstrom Marine, Bill did a variety of jobs, but his specialty was painting. During winters, he painted and varnished wooden boats out of the Main Street building. He also assembled aluminum davits for Walstrom Products, a division of Walstrom Marine. Eventually, Blakemore assumed the operation of the elevator lift used to haul large boats in the downtown facility. 

As boat construction began its conversion from wood to fiberglass in the mid-to-late 1960s , Bill learned how to work with the new, high-tech material and Walstrom Marine became a leader in the repair of fiberglass boats. Bill has rebuilt many fiberglass boats, some with damage so significant one could see right through the holes in the hulls. One of his finest accomplishments was the reconstruction of the bow of a 35' Bertram which was totally crushed.
 David Lyle, president of Walstrom Marine, who nominated Blakemore for this honor, shared, "Customers came from all over the Midwest to Harbor Springs to have Bill work on their boats. He has been a meticulous and masterful artist with an eye for perfection." 
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"Blakemore is being recognized not only for his technical ability, but also his dedication to excellence," said MBIA's Executive Director, Nicki Polan. "He shared his gift and mentored many young technicians in his career, and that is beneficial for the entire industry." 

MBIA is the official, statewide industry association which serves as the voice to Michigan's $7.4 billion marine industry and the 4 million people who enjoy Michigan's nearly 1 million registered boats. They are dedicated to the advancement, protection and promotion of boating across Michigan. The MBIA produces three association-owned boat shows, the Detroit Boat Show at Cobo Center, the Spring Boating Expo in Novi, and the Boating & Outdoor Festival in Harrison Township. The proceeds from these shows benefit boating in Michigan through MBIA programs and promotions. For more information about MBIA, and a full list of MBIA Hall of Fame Recipients, go to www.mbia.org or call (734) 261-0123.
Walstrom Marine is a second-generation, family-owned yacht sales and service company celebrating over seventy years of serving the boating community throughout northern Michigan.  Walstrom Marine has earned national recognition as being one of the Top 100 marine retailers in the United States.  Walstrom Marine is also part of a select group marine dealers to have earned the prestigious Tiara Yachts Platinum Service Award and is Tiara Yachts oldest dealer, worldwide.  Walstrom Marine is based in Harbor Springs, Michigan, with sales and service locations in Harbor Springs, Cheboygan, and Bay Harbor. Walstrom Marine sells and services Hatteras Yachts, Tiara Yachts, Chris Craft, and Pursuit Boats.
