For Generations

Written By Ceaja Philp

G

enerations of service, experience, and knowledge...
that is what helps to make a business stand the test
of time. Many businesses established take on new
owners and ideas over time. It isn’t often you find a business started and still running by the same family who
opened its doors.
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Ollie's Service is one of those rare finds. It
started in 1955 as 'Ray & Ollie's Service'
and was a car service and repair shop.
That's right, Oliver Anderson was there
from the beginning. It was in the late 60's
when Ollie's starting selling AllisChalmers and Snapper lawn mowers and
snowblowers, with a few Rupp snowmobiles as well. They brought on Ski-Doo in
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been carrying on the tradition ever since.
That year was quite eventful to say the
least. Earl and Sonya were both racers
when they met and spent many weekends
enjoying their sled racing even before they
were married. Along the way and raising a
family of three boys and a girl kept them
busy, but he still found time to do watercross competitions. 1983 was his year!
Earl took the World Title in Grantsburg,
Wisconsin on a 1968 Ski-Doo Olympique
with a '81 454cc engine and modifications
he had done himself.

1976. Already by this time Ollie's Service
had grown to a very repeatable shop, with
honest owners and great customer service.
Oliver's son Earl grew up with his Dad
being at the shop, learning and absorbing
years of prior knowledge and experience
while gaining his own. In 1983 Earl purchased the business from his Dad and has
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Earl wins the 1983 Championship.
Son Jayme holds the check
He sadly also stopped racing the same year
due to a 3-Wheeler accident that left him
with many health struggles years to follow,
and a sleepless night for his family. Thankfully he made didn't let it stop him and he
keep moving forward.

As times changed and new things were introduced Earl decided to bring on Simplicity lawn mowers and snowblowers to
Ollie's Service. When the watercraft toys
were growing in popularity Earl knew it
would be a good time to be a part of it, so
in 1988 they became one of the pilot dealers of Sea-Doo and only the 20th dealer in
the nation.
In 2000 Ollie's became a Ferris Dealer as
well and also were honored to be Bombardier’s ATV dealer of the nation! Things
continued to grow in volume and success
for Ollie's Service.
As you can
about imagine, the showroom was getting
a little tight with all of these great products
they had to offer, so in 2007 they purchased a new building with more property
and parking. This was a huge help with
displaying the wonderful lines of equipment and make shopping and service more
convenient for you.
With so many years of experience, multiple
brands of equipment, and expert customer
service Ollie's reputation spread through
the nation. This landed Earl an invitation
to go out to San Diego to try out the new
Spyder three-wheel motorcycle being produced by Can-Am (BRP), which brought
them to be a Spyder dealer in 2008.
If you haven't gotten it yet, let me help you.
They have a huge line of products to
choose from, and years of customer service and experience. Their business motto,
"Where customers send their friends", is
obvious. They are a true family making
you a part of it!
www.WheelsofThunder.net
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They are on their 3rd generation of Andersons in the business with Jayme, Earl and
Sonya Anderson's son, who officially became employed in 1995. That does not including the years on and off he spent
growing up with Dad and Grandpa at the
store. He has all of their experience, plus
his own, and also attended college for Machine Assembly Technician. Jayme is a
master technician in BRP and prides himself on making sure you are taking care of
the first time in.
Sonya Anderson has one of the hardest
jobs at Ollie's Service, and I'm not just talking about the book keeping, reports and

Four generations of Andersons
As the children grew and moved on it allowed her more time at the store and now
is a huge part in keeping things running
smoothly.

Earl and Sonya at the Dealer Show
payroll, but more trying to keep all these
guys in line:) She came on board in 1970
after marrying Earl doing light bookkeeping work while raising their four children.

Some of the other members of the Ollie's
Service team include Brad Noetzelman,
Sales/ Parts & Sales Manager since 1994.
Matt Klemm, Service Technician - Assistant
Shop Manager, there since 1999. Reid
Beilke, who has been there on and off since
he was 16 years old and had come back to
help along the way from college when he
could. He has now completed college and
moved on with his career. Justin Black-

stone has since joined the full-time force in
the technical department and his wife,
Amanda has joined the accounting department this past year. With Ollie's continued growth they also added three part
timers, Jordan Twardowski, Vincent
VanSlick, and Dylon Devries.

Awards won thru the years

With the Anderson family a big part of the
community and doing such a wonderful
job they have not only grown together as a
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business passed down within their own
family, but have become a part of their customers. As their clients through the years
have had children of their own the Andersons have seen them come in as well needing equipment and services.
So
generations of Andersons are still serving
generations of their customers.
If you are looking for new or service work
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for your Cam-Am Spyder, ATV, Commander, Sea-Doo PWC or Sport Boat, SkiDoo, Ferris, Simplicity, Snapper mowers,
Castle, or Klim clothing, visit www.olliesservice.com or stop in to say 'Hi' to the
family in person. I have met and spoke
with Earl on a couple of occasions, and I
have to encourage you to go to Ollie's to
really see for yourself. He has an amazing
business, family, and history that is worth

hearing.
Chances are you may even still see Oliver
(Ollie) Anderson there working on a new
hobby, which include things such as restoring pedal tractors and cars. He has made
tractors out of pop cans. He even made a
miniature working tractor (IH) out of a
lawn mower.

www.WheelsofThunder.net
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